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ONLY 

A BIG SCARECROW 



Is the Alleged Postal Deficit and Used 
To Deceive the American People 
and Deprive Them of The.r 



throut 



THOROUGH DISCUSSION 

OF IMPORTANT SUBJECT. 

iBY A. U. MARBLE.) 
Preparations are being made by 
some postal officials, railway and ex- 
press officials -o give the people ol 
the United Slates anotuer slap in the 
face, a draft on their purses and ft 
curtailment of their rights and privi- 
leges. They seem to mink that the 
people are born and reared for no 
other purpose tuan to benefit the pos- 
tal system, the railway and express 
companies; the idea never seems to 
nave occurred to them tl.at the postal 
system was established for the use 
and benetit ol the people, to transitu 
intelligence, written and printed mat- 
ter and merchandise, and such oth.i 
things as the people should deci.ie 
upon, without any thought of niakiut 
it a speculative or money-mating 
proposition any more than tue army or 
navy. It was not even expected to be 
self-sustaining, wituout govemiuneia 
alid any more than "our infant indus- 
tries." 

Most people will remember how 
strenuously Eugene F. Loud laboron 
s of Congress to 
s bill passed about six years ago, 
curtailing the liberties of many puu- 
Us^ers and millions of people; how it 
compelled uiauy publishers to dlscon 
tinue their periodicals and others ..o 
raise the price of t..eirs from 3o to »o 
percent, the deficit "scare-crow" being 
the club used lo beat the people with; 
and this in face of the tact that record 
and statistics were plenty showing 
that the government .'ing 
railroad companies twenty-three ml. 

1 tea much 
s conliuu 

ing to do so and no effort is being 
made by Congress or toe postal offici- 
als to correct the evil. 

The free rural delivery system was 
expected to create a deficit; but, It 
we deduct the fourteen millions de- 
ficit from the excess railway charges 
of twenty tnreo millions we find that 
the postal system is really more than 
self-supporting by nine million dollars 
a year, and t..e government is being 
used as a "calspaw ' by the railway 
and express companies. If any one 
doubts the above let him read the re 
ports of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and postoffice pay rolls; 
($72,000,000 lor transportation.) The 
fact is it is not so muctt the deficit 
that is worrying tne otncialB as the 
rapid growth of reform publications 
which aiways annoy the rulers, in 
every clime and time. 

iiave tue people peUtn ned ine Pos 
tal Department. - congress, to cur- 
tail their postal rights and privileges? 
Note the following from the pres.: 



I the transportation companies than 
with the deparinii nt.' 

If Mt. Hubbard and Mr. Madden 
(Third Assistant Postmaster General) 
owned larg;> blocks of stock In rail- 
road and express companies and *.ve 
their attorney u *:.0,000 a year they 
could not seive their interests and 
asters better than to say and do ex- 
Uy w..at they are saying and doing. 
Jne traitor in the household is 
urse than a thousand outside foes." 
When will the people have the privi- 
lege of a parcels pest. It is very evi- 
d< nt that the scheme and conspiracy 
now is that everything except postal 
and letters shall be cut out of 
partnient and the salaries of the 
ving iiu^s" (those getting 
a yea. and over) be raised 60 
nt, mak* ig the office a sinecure, 
tne powers that be" forgive 
these men for they know now they 
the political "Judases," to force 
to hate the government that de- 
prives them of their rights, wherever 
personal Tig.it is cut out a political 



they Madilenize the postal 
tient and Russianize Amer 
'thing serioug will be doing, 
member that "Eternal vigilance 
he price of liberty." Let every 
triotic citizen be on his guard. 



„ons of dollars per annum to; 

for carrying the mails and is c 



•New York, Oct. 2.-Important 
changes in the laws governing the 
handling of second class mall matter 
were recommended by John M. Hub- 
bard, assistant postmaster of Chicago, 
which was read today by the postal 
commission w..ich is investigating 
that subject in this city. Mr. Hub 
bard recommended: 

"'That second class mall matter be 
made self-sustaining.' 

" IVat a law obliging bulk matter 
to be carried outside of tne mails (by- 
express) would go a long way toward 
solving the problem.' 

" 'That if these two propositions ate 
rejected, the rates on bulk packages 
be increased to two cents a pound 
news agents and dealers and to three 
cents a pound to subscribers, and ad 
vertisers and exchanges. 

•••The abolition of the sample copy 
privilege, the transient rate of postage 
and the compulsory routing of second 
class matter by publlsuers. 

" The passage of a stringent law 
punish violators of the law. 

" Mr. Hubbard's statement argu 
that a self-sustaining rate would 
move the deficit in the postoffice de- 
, t able Congress to increase 
the pay of deserving employes .cheap- 
en the cost of administering the de- 
partment and make the press Inde- 
pendent of the department. 

"The carrying of bulk outside the 
mails, the statement declares, would 
result in Immense saving to the de- 
partment nnd It Is thought that the 
publishers can make better terms wit:. 



FOES 

TO !AW AND ORDER 



Are All < 

Called Religious Theories— Sub- 



(By George Leeson) 
All governments are founded on ar- 
tificial theories Instead of science 
ind equitable equality. Hence their 



liliij 



■tlonabk 



PERFECT 

MER AND WOMEN 




or the other ol the profile you are test- 
ing, sometimes, perhaps, crossing it. 
if it is » very irregular late it may 
cross tne ideal several times. Let us 
say that it falls entirely on tue left 
side, Now trace a second face on the 
top of these two by following a line 
that talis as tar on the right side ol 
the standard as the other tell on the 



00R 



FATHER IN HEAVEN 

- 

God or 



left. Whet 



the 1 



Mad 1 



1 the 



De-criptions of Jenovah. the 

onii«t,an f-aith, a* urawn From 
H.s Own Revelation Di- 



SCIENCE OF GENERATION 

AND PROCREATION. 

In recent years it has become ap- 
parent to scientists that the law of 
natural selection, as far as man is con- 
< > i n. J. is modified by tne law of at- 
traction to opposites. This means that 



WHAT SCEPTICS 
AKt SAID TO 
BtLlEVE 

Cloe Takes a Modern Critic 
Through the Intellectual Route 
of Being Set Straight. 

(FROM PLOPLES PRESS.) 
writer in the O.lcago Record-Her- 
cal.s upon skeptics to tell what 
believe. This wilier seems to 
k that skepitcs "tear down" sim- 

0 rthe fun 01 destroying. This Is 
Isapprehenalon. Skeptics know- 
no new structure can be erected 

1 the old oil' I is demolished, and, 
.mowing thhyjfcftT advocate the full- 
est fi-eedoi4.*r i| . Katu n amj. ex 

1 1 es iTts. T'concession "never 
granted by Crlstial adherents. Nay, 
more, sceptics beliive in inciting to 
the effort to scale tie heights of wis- 
dom, Instead of placid acceptance of 
a ready-made creed. They believe the 
ities of the present life are of 
iter moment than the uncertainties 
a future existence — in scientific 
demonstration instead of belief. 

They believe that Justice begets 
happiiuss, and that happiness thus 
mm kuouhj not be sentenced to 
eternal torment hereafter; that a 
helping hand for humanity's sake is 
: effective than mission funds for 
Christ's sake; that a kind word is 
re civilizing than a threat of dam- 
ion; that reason Is a better guide to 
right living- than the fear or hell. 

T.iey believe in the majesty of the 
human intellect, not in the efficacy 
of divinely inspired ritual. 

They believe in fostering invention 
i an agent of progress, insteao of 
promulgating supernatural beliefs 
which have delayed advancements; in 
the school which teaches facts instead 
of dogmatic fancy; In working out 
heir own salvation, instead of repu- 
iatlng responsibility by accepting 
icarious atonement. They believe 
that one pair of busy hunds contribute 
•e to human happiness than hun- 
ils of prayers uttered in the soli- 
tude of the closet; that Doe literature 
inventions and discoveries of the In- 
Idels, Darwin, Edison and Watt have 
lone more to civilize the world than 
ill the priests, preachers and mission- 
aries combined. 

T. ey believe In natural law, not 
iupernatural supposition; in truth, not 
fable; reason, not religion; science, 
mperstition; freedom, not slavery. 
They bei.eve In the Golden Rule, 
aught hundreds of years before Christ 
By Hlllel, T.ales. Sixtus, Confucius, 
I Ittacua and ethers. They believe In 
the sovereignty of the people, nut in 
he rglht of kings representing a 
heavenly tyrant. They believe In 
pacing tlie flower of appreciation In 
he hand of the way-worn traveler 
while living, instead of laying It on 
is bier while waiting for Lie minister 
0 ct usign him to an eternal hell. 

Skeptics will not require 2.000 years 
to demonstrate the superiority of the 
foundalton of such structure, and If 
they cannot do It without deluging 
the earth with blood, as Christian* 
have done, they ought to fall. 



The existing pretended Christian, a man or woman li 
civilizations are but narrow-minded, | attracted by a face 
selfish, petty factions and factorB of 
arrogance aristocracy, autocracy, plu- 
tocracy, anarchy, war, usurpation and 
opiession, which perpetuates the can- 
non Ignorance that tolerates such per- 
nicious, parasitical institutions to 
least, rule and live in luxury, revelry 
and defranlty by a tolerated gambling 
system of money power, whlca system 
is conductive of crime, ignorance and 
demoralized stagnation of natural hap- 
piness and progress. 

The history of religious and polit- 
ical domination demonstrates that 
tneir meridian of usefulness termina 
tes on their odoption of class distinc- 
tion which creates a desire to govern I s reat u part in tt 
oy might instead of right, which, wit '» sex as the shape 
the permitted use of money, mercen- union ol 



of his or her own. The law has been 
formulated with great precaution re- 
itlK by a Fri 



nose, and chin, the lines ol the second 
face will have to be as lar above the 
standard as the other was belov, and 
vice versa. This will give the profiles 
of a couple of contrasting laces, con- 
trasting, in that they diverge by equal 
and opposite amounts Horn the assum- 
ed standard of beauty. Hhl a second 
face suould be yours or very similar to 
it or you will not ms-ke an ideal couple 1 " 
according to M. Delenne. 

Tne United States officials may take 
accounts of the curious law 01 con- 
trasts, for they cannot expect to ob- 



THE PRAYERS THAT 

HAVE GONE UNHEEDED. 

(By Lf. F. Marrs). 
The looi uaih said in his heart, there 
,s uo God.— U-sa. Mill. 

We therefore conclude the psalmist 



Uelenne. From an examination of ten 

ihnAufl faces of married people ne taken into consideration 
nnds 1. .at on the average they unmis- such points as health, 
takably follow tne law of contrasts. 1 intellect. 
Ihe n an with a large forehead and 
small chin seeks the woman with a 
small forehead and large chin. The 
large man admires the small woman, 
the blond man the brunette woman 
and vice versa. The man with an 
aquiline nose adores the girl wlta a 
i-etrousse noso. No mental or physi- 
cal feature plays anything 



We will nrsi notice the the kind of 
a god Willi believed in, because tuere 
nave been luou a anus ol gods btlieven 
in. 'Ihe gods ot the Lgyptiaus, ol the 
ureeks auu Romans, ol the Hindoos 
and the Caiuese, and of tue Persians; 
Lhe sun, thj great god of day; the 
uion, the planets, goos of gold. Iron, 
It is clear to scientific men that the 01 ass, stone, wood and paper, to the 
principles which are learned from Le emei god of to-day tue " A l migh ty 
study of plants may in some degree collar." 

ti.row llgnt on the development of the Ihe believers in each of these gods, 



of t 



numan organism, for the original 
genus of lite in the plant and the 
animal are apparently the sau.e. Proi. 
e.uther Burbank, the wizard of Santa 
iti.sa, Cal„ who ..a» performed won- 



itofe tu pj could gain the good will 
auu leceive labors of tneir gods by 
Bins, piajeis, piaise. dattery, and sac- 
. .uoe. liaeu one believed his god the 
oiio true and living god, that all other 



hi*. 



tlouid I 



M| ooMrol of all official departments 
of government becomes l..e prostitu- 
ted servants of the successtul money 
gamblers, whose oppressive schemes 
create contusion whlcn culminates in 
rebellion. Rebellion generally modi- 
..es or destroys the thing complained 
of, as did the war of the rebellion de- 
stroy cattle slavery. While now we 
are confronted with a more vehement 
protest against money power and 
wage slavery which result is but a 
repetition of "Ue poor man's fight for 
the rich man's gain." 



Prol 



type of face Is the commonest cause burbank i.as grown u cactus without, 
of unhappy marriages. .13 pricuy spines, thus affording toed 

This law of human nature uas been lor cattle in the driest desert.; a plant 
made ti.e basis of an exceedingly sue- which ueais tomatoes on Us branches 
csslul marriage bureau by M. Delen- and potatoes beneath t-e ground; a 
ne. fruit whicu grows to the ftise ot the 

if a woman subscribes to his bureau ,ai£ 



If. i>. 11 



i her 



O oda. ' ■ ihai bis was the god 01 gods, 
anu lord of lords.' "Each ol uese 
O o..s i.-oii-ted upon having a hoard of 
eiteUa and ministers, who in turn lu- 
tfHttati upou being supported by the 
in itnmaa peopte And theae ptleeti 

.old tile people what their god's will 
mug then;; and 1 notice 



»raph. 



ery 



in 180(1, we are facijif, a 

crisis the mightiest revolution in the 
history of man. Its object is to de- 
termine whether the relative value ot 
man or tne value of things falsified 
shall determine the character and op- 
erations of social systems. 

The undercurrent of uumanity has 
become impregnant with these enate 
germs of self-consciousness that will 
Inevitably culminate into a revolution 
destined to dethrone existing institu- of 
tions throughout the world. The crl- dil 
sis is here, the gauntlet of challenge ar , 
Is at every man s door. It Is the issue their 
of the uour and cannot be safely dis- 
regarded »r spurned with contempt. 
It is no answer to say, it Is but rab- 
ble led by fanatics; the cause is too 
easily traced to the pernicious acts 
of the accused. 

To adjudicate the coming issue by 
fiendish conquest of war, adopting 
might for right, is a system that no 
longer subserves t. e better interests 



ough the laspbtrij anu ...» 
■alter is not so important. From 'he superior to each 
pictui i a profile tracing is taken and and many other 
transitrred carefully to a card togeta- , iruits, plants and 
er wither age, belg..t, address, na- J are equally w onderful. 
ticu}! ■ac w ih nMa h mw ta- 1 

bits < I her past as would be of great I important 
est iuiereat to a putative husband. j that It may 

On the card Is printed an outline ol ! pr oi 
the siandard Greek profile. The wo- "] 




of n 



man's profile is superimposed upon 
the Greek and the differences at once 
become evident. By a card Index sys 
tern the cards are filed away accord- 
ing to their greatest departures from 
e Greek standard. Tuen by means 
jrference system the minor 



tards being kept separate from ( 




hit psa 



1 109th 



these How 



M to his km . II 
Recenly he said: 

for these 1 weeds, are mostly ol that 

nly as was tor ..is enemies, 
they afford me opportunities to show Solon. en sacrificed 140,000 oxen and 
w..at can be done by directing natural sheep on one occasion to uia god. The 
forces. (best of the meat of these sacrifices 

"My hope is that -.vhat I am doing was generally ate by the priests, who 
to show how the natural forces may acted for the people, and the hides, 
be guided in the finest specimens of hoofs, horns and the "innards" were 
each species of plants will be adopted burned, the smoke ascending up Into 
those In charge of the young lift their "gods nostrels. a sweet-smelling 
the children. saver un . ti.elr Lord." Bee Lev. 1:8- 

those of the women. -a plant is responsive to only a few 1 .. and 7:28 56, and 1: LS-25. Abraham's 

Trained clerks keep running over influences, such as are found In the g0 d premised «.lni he would "give to 
the sets of cards looking for opposites. 8( ,ll, sunshine and rain, but a child is him and his seed after him the land 
Sometimes an opposite can't be found infinitely responsive. j wherein he WM a str inger, all the 

for some card. Then the applicant Is "Weeds are weeds because they are land of Canaan for an everlasting pus- 
compelled to wait, a no oposites come c^ppt^ trampled upon, burned by seaaloo and he would be their God. 
in and the applicant becomes impa- fierce ncat> tormented by innumeiabU Gen. ITts. ni s seed should be as the 
tlent, the bureau takes a chance 0° ; pestSi or perhaps permitted to suffer sand of the seas.-.ore for numbers." 

from cold, wet feet. But his g. d let me country be cursed 

"There is not a weed In the whole wilu droutfi aUl1 famine many times so 
realm of nature that, if given proper murh 



wise, conservative, bioadminded ad- 
vocates of reform take this matter up 
in the form of a mutual national de- 

cusslng every feature of a practical 
stable incorruptable system of ogv- 
ernment to a final point of issue com- 
piling the findings into a platform of 
the most approved principles for adop- 
tion, and thus surprise the world again 
us In 1770. with a still better system of 
government. 

Who will be first to rebut this or 
name your question Grant foug it all 
summer to destroy chattel slavery. 
Let us fight all winter to destroy wage 
slavery and money power or sustain 
them as results ma v determine, but 
come and get the benefits derived from 
agitation of thought, the foundation of 
knowledge and wisdom and thereby 
perhaps benefit humanity. 



In this case the bureau picks out 
somebody who has the reverse of the 
applicant s two predominating -feat- 
ures, though the rest of the face may 
not be a good opposite. The appli- 
cant is sure to be interested, but s; 



the 



if possible for a more 
erfect opposite. 

The round-faced type with short but 



Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
not had to leave the country at different 
■TOV np into a beMtttaf and useful LimM lJ " "ml account. Could not their 
zZ. . god prevent a drouth or famine? 

Abraham had to lie to uotli Pharaoh 
and Abimeleci about his wile to save 
his life. Isaac lb d to Abinmelech 
about his wife, saying "she is my sis- 
ter." Jacob uad to move to Egypt 



"The undeveloped, dwarfed, diminu- 
tive and broken specimens of the hu- 
ll fact the bureau knows lua n kind are sucn simply becat.=. 
tutlng goods" and would ^ have S rown U P without tavIn - 



finding mates among the French peo- 
ple because this type of face goes 
with the brachycephalic skull. The 
brachycephallc or 8 



creasing rapidly 



French 



and the possibilities to which th ir 
nature are related brought into touch 
and contact with tneui. The dimin- 
utive specimen of the daisy that W< 
pass unnoticed has possibilities wrap 
ped up In it of the magnificent sch - 
ter daisy; all that is necessary to turn 
the little, poverty-stricken daisy Into 
the beautiful schaster la 



For this reas. n the thin hatchet face" the potentialities within It with 

type which gees with the long or do- ^ elements of the envlroments to 

lichocephalic skull is in groat demand whteft It is relati- 
on account of its scarcity because It THE END. 

Is the opposite of the more plentiful 

To all people who are thinking of' 
marriage In spite of obstacles, such as 
poverty, opposition of tho parents, dif- 
ference in ages or any other thing that 



Ing a fund to get the Blnde tt 



delinquents. I know of nothing that 
gives as much truth, for the money as 
the niatle. nnd It Is the truth we need, 
id UM only road to freedom. I think 
"The Book" says some where, "My 
OfeUdreei die from lack of knowledge. 
UY all know enough, but there Is so 
Two Copies of Moore Book. mllch nf what we know that Isn't true 

Cincinnati, O.— Please put me down Ton may put me down for a copy of 
two copies of Mr. Moore's book— the C. 0. Moore memorial book — 
CHAS. F. BRAWN. | If, ROWE. 



Would Have a Fund. 

R.dnien, BL-4 am sorry 
should be those that would like „ - 

t m Blade mil have not the means to might make It unusually advisable to 
pay for U Tem-Le a dollar. I think -„w *>* *** affection Is 

Member some one spoke of start- Ilk* * be, the following test Is rec 
worthy oniended: 

Take the most recent profile photo- 
graph you can get of the person to be 
passed upon and get a tracing of his 
profile. This you can do whether you 
have any gift for drawing of 
you need Is a pencil and a sheet of 
tracing paper. Place the profile over 
a profile drawing of an ideal face, like 
that of the Countess of Warwick. Draw 
In the Ideal face with a fine pen. 

It will be bound to fall on one side 



turned here after an absence of sev 
oral months and In 
Illades learn that 



1 the 1 



t cf 



Mr. Moon's writings. I slncereh 
hope you may be successful In secur 
ing a sufficient number of advi 
.subscribers, one of whom I wish to be 
which.-J. W. MONTGOMERY. 



DEBATE IN PAMPHLET FORM. 

Just out. debate on the Bible and Evo 
lutlon between A. A. Snow and V 
G. Wllkerson, 100 pages, 64.0OK 
words. Price 15 cents. Arkansaw 
Traveler. New Hope, Ark. 



Mat of a famine a 
t get back till nearly five hun- 
tars afterwards. And 'hey have 
ossessed the land" for nearly 

ospect o| their ever possessing 

u s god Is said to "rule the rag- 
ing of lhe sea w.ieu the waves there- 
of arise thou stillest them." Psalms 
>i>:9. Wny did he let the waves dr 0 wn 
tea theusam! people at Galveston in 

!9U0? 

lard Is god to all, and his 
tender iv.orcies are over all his works." 
FMtea 115:9. 

A 1 :. nth In Ben-al, India, In 1709 
NMMtd a famine and six millions of 
l>e. pta died of starvation and disease 
MMftftd by same, and immediate tracts 
of land returned to a wilderness. An- 
other m some country In 1S00 caused 
he death of 1,250,000 people — tiiere 
was rain enough fell on the sea in 
<ight of land to have made them a 
u« od crop. Where was their god? 
One flood In China In 18S7 drowned 
ver two million people and caused 
untold suffering. Another flood In 
IMI drowneu over one hundred thous- 
and people. This is called "Ci.lnas 
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(Continued on page lour) 
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THE BLUE CRASS BLADE 




up to 



Editor and Publisher 



finished I Wiling JTOnr Blade hand it to a friend. 
BtMOOrage hia to DM it along the line and in time 
our subscription list Mil be brought where it ought 
to be. 

• • • • • 

In Freethought are to be found the golden op- 
portunities of intelleetunl life while orthodox re- 
ligion easts fear dinmied eyes upon an even open 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES. Iligion casts IVar dimmed eye* upon no ,ver open 

By mail, postpaid, $1.50 per year, in advance. ^ The form- r is I cradle, the latter a Coffin. We 

1^™^ per year. Lrl win the ignorant Worshiper of dead gods back 

Five new eubacriber. acnt with cue remittance »t $1.00 per m - , liberty. 

• • • • • 

LOVE ME, LOVE MY DOG. 

Several years ago n Kansas preaeher, having ac- 
ipiired a modest sum of money, made a loan to a 
friend, and in order to secure payment accepted a 
chattel mortgage upon some dog kennels. The 
Bete, which was giren as an evidence of the debt, 
was renewed a number of times, but finally, the 
debtor nu t with disaster and failure, and like an 
hniiest man went 1o the preacher, told of his condi- 
tion, and in order to avoid costly litigation through 
foreclosure of the mortgage lien, volunteered to 
execute a bill of sale to all the kennels and dogs 
as payment of the indebtedness. The preacher ac- 
cepted and from that day he embarked in the 
breeding of fancv dogs for sale. 



ADVERTISING RATES. 

ALL ADVERTISEMENTS of whatsoever character, accepted 
will be published at the rate of %1M per inch per 
month, unless by apecial contract, when other and bet- 
ter rates will be quoted upon application. The pub- 
lishers have the right to reject any and all advertise- 



GENERAL BUSINESS RULES. 

ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Blade will be discontinued at 
the eipiration of the term for which the subscript^" 




JAMES E HUGHES, Lexington, Ky, 
facilitate collection. 
SHOULD ANY SUBSCRIBER change his o 



THE OFFICE of publication of the IHade is at 65 West 
Short Street, L-exington, Kentucky, to which all Free 
thinker* will be given a hearty welcome. 

xrlE BLADE is entered at the Postoffioe. at Lexington, Ken 
tucky, as second class mailing matter. 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS to THE BLUE GRASS 
BLADE, P. O. Box 3U3, Lexington, Ky. 
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All aboard. 

• • • • • 

Make life worth living. 

• • • • • 

Don't keep good thoughts to yourself. 

• • • • • 

Sometimes the best argument is silence. 

• • • • • 

Orthodox Christianity is neither beautiful nor 



mi there happened 
to be some tigfat-Iaeed sisters and straight-backed 

brothers, who eeriously objected to their pastor en- 
gaging in roan a businesi and he was taken to task 
about it. The preacher, all honor and glory to him, 
preferred to maintain his independence and in 

plain language he ■onsigued the kickers to H— ali- 
[ax The deacons met and liter "grave and rever- 
ant" consideration of the facta in the case, the pas- 
tor was informed thai he must either give up his 

dogs or his pulpit Like a man he accepted the al- 
ternative and replied that be would, on the follow- 
in- Sunday, preach his farewell sermon. He did. 

It was his last, lie quit the pulpit and has never 
since entered it. The subject of his farewell ser 



'THE MORE I SKI: oK M EN, THE BETTER 
DO I LIKE DOGS" 



that they can get their paper for Sunday reading, 
the better to enable them to perform their religious 
exercises on the proper day. 

Bains; behind is no fun. even to the editor and 
publisher, Such an event is a continual source of 
worry and we realize that it is also annoying to our 
reade rs. We have had so many difficulties to sur- 
mount that at one time we felt almost despairing of 

ever getting straightened out. One of the hind- 
rances has been the recently installed natural gas 
in Lexington in lieu of the artificial gas once made 
here. Wc are compelled to use gas to keep the 
metal in a proper condition for molding the lines 
of type as they arc cast by the machine, but the 
supply of natural gas did not accomplish the desir- 
ed results upon getting installed in our new place 
of business, This upset all our calculations for 
type setting, got us all out of joint, kerllummuxed. 
as it were, and it seems to use an age has passed 

before we could gel the defect properly remedied. 

We art happy to state that matters have now got 
disentangled, our machinery is running smoothly 
again, and while we admit the right of our sub- 
scribers to kick about the delay experienced in 
getting the Blade, we beg to surest that if your 
kick has not already been mailed, why. don't mail 
it. Should it reach our hands it would only 
iiii tease our worry and do no good. There may be 
something in bringing about an easiness of the 
mind by exploding on certain things, hut this is 
written to furnish that desired easiness and save us 
from getting premature gray hairs. 

• • • • 
THE REIGN OF ANTI-CHRIST 
Kev. Alger i S. Crapsey and the Protestant 



do not mean that the great and living God, in order 
to g el into this world had to violate his wonderful 
law of human generation, break into sanctities of 
marriage and cause a son of a man to be born with- 
out a human lather. Such a notion is most repug- 
nant to my ideal of a wise and holy God." 

This is well said, and however much he may seek 
to modify his heresy by asserting that such an opin- 
ion in no wise lessened his regard for the man, 

Jesus, he cannot retreat from the position he has 
already assumed upon the miraculous conception. 
Having gone thus far, the Blade would now call 
Dr. Crapsey'a attention to one other proposition. 

II' he can ; ept it his religion will not hurt much. 

It is this. If Christ was of absolutely human 6ri- 
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Live right, think right, speak right, do right and 
you can die right. 



land the sermon was a characteristic effort of that 
day. 

There are, probably, many people living in Kan- 
sas today who can verify this and will remember 



Salvaton is free except the amount you put in 
the contribution box. 



Bodily cleanliness is far more necessary and 
healthful than a mere spiritual washing. Use soap 
with the bath. 
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It w>T '■ Was ,„,( our Savior's advent ■>■ oJiatcd 
«m beasts of the stall to teach us a lesson 'if re- 
„ , ■ . , ~. ., / , sjvfet for and kindness toward the animal world?' 

God ought to be m a good humor affa r so inucl l . ^ 1 1 , -, ,- ,, , , 

.... , . .,. . I ,. .1 i Copious texts ,,iv given I r..m biblical passa-'sti 



sanctified taffy anent Thanksgiving from the bm'h- 
erhood of idlers. 

• • • • • 

Fewer preachers would bold forth on the Reign 
of law could they understand that it abolished tin- 
reign of God. 

• • • • 

In revising the form of Christian prayer it is sug- 
gested that the word "pray" be changed or amend- 
ed, to read "prey." 

No, Jehovah never sought our advice upon the 
question of creating man. Had he done so there 
are some people who would not be here. 
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Copious texts are given fr< 
sustain the position, but tin 
evident careful and studied 
other passages wherein an i 
played, not to animals alon 
also. Of course such passag 

ed .Mr. .Marvin's purpose, and there is something 
his failure to mention them. 

To assume that the Bible, in either its practices 
or indulgences, inculcates a kindness toward ani- 
mals, is a ridiculous as saying that the square of 
sixteen is sweet to the palate. Why did not the 
preacher make some reference to God's displeasure 
because Cain did not offer a lamb upon his sacrifi- 
cial altar instead of fruits and vegetables? And 
that when Abel ottered a young lamb and the smell 
ii in by "any person in of its burning flash ascended heavenward "God 
save by their own in- smelled a sw eet llavor" and was pleased / Or, why 
[not have told that when Solomon dedicated the 
• • temple" which he had builded unto the Lord, he 

in the cash from the ottered I sacrifice unto the .Most High, no less than 
salary, he is taking 22,000 oxen and ll!U,U0U sheep, with which the Lord 
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For the benefit of some of our would-be critics 
the Blade asserts that its editor is neither a social- 
ist nor an anarchist, but he believes in free speech 
and free discussion. If the advocates of either 
have anything of real mrit to off ST, we should not 
be afraid to read it. 
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Let it he noted that despite the President's proc- 
lamation that all the people should assemble and 
give thanks for alleged divine blessings, only a 
moiety of us heeded the request and the few who 
did go had to shell out to provide some sort of a 11 
harvest for the preacher. I" 



Ignorance alone claims to know the positive 11 

and certain plans of the creator or attempts to ex- ""' 

plain them to even a credulous people. When able- n ' :u ' 

bodied men fall to evangelizing and proselyting on 1 h> ,\ 
a cash contract basis the commercialism of the 
church is sufficiently demonstrated. 



ell pleased, in that he blessed Solomon and 
gave him wisdom to rule over the people? Can 
any trace of kindness be found in these/ Imagine 
what a rentable shambles Jerusalem must have 
been on the day of the dedication. Why the streets 
must have flowed ankle deep in blood in which the 
people had to wade, and the smell of so many car- 
casses burning must have made an awful stench. 

The Blade maintains that there was more real, 
more genuine love for the animal world shown in 
the fan-well sermon preached by that Kansas dom- 
inine than in all the Christian Bibles that have yet 
been printed. But why was Christ born among the 
Battle 1 Jf he was born at all he could not help be- 
ing horn in a manger. It was not liis fault, for 
turn- or misfortune. -Many have been born in both 
worse and batter places. His manger episode is no 
criterion of Christian love for animals, nor is that 
love shown toward animals today. Paganism es- 
tablished the Srsl hospital for animals while Chris- 
irganlsed to prevent cruelty being 
animals simply uses chloroform to 
ath with little pain, 
truth, however, from which we can- 



Episcopal Church have eomc to the theological 
moss roads ami tiny have elected to travel by 
different routes. Both are to he congratulated. Dr. 
Crapsey should congratulate himself that he is now 
thought free and independent of any creed and the 
church should be congratulated upon its consistent 
anti-progressive act ion. 

In his letter of resignation, forced by the man- 
dates of the higher ecclesiastical tribunal in au- 
thority over the government of the church and its 
propaganda, Dr. Crapsey strikes at the very funda- 
mentals of the Christian faith and his utterances 
will do as much to weaken the credulous faith of 
the Episcopal church members as the practical 
demonstrations of modern scientific research. His 
denial of the miraculous conception and the bodily 
ascension is in direct conflict with the declaration 
ot faith and belief as contained in the Apostles' 
( ice, I. still one of the principal avowals in that 
form .of Christian superstition, and is a direct aid 
io the argument* so long advanced by the advocates 
of Freethought in all civilized countries. 

While it may not be known to many of our 
readers, yet at each church service, the members of 
BpisoopsJ congregations are required to follow the 
priest in charge in the recitation of the Apostles' 
Creed. It is never omitted. It is one of the rubrics 
in their book of common prayer and is a part of 
-po?i- morning a*ul evening a»xxii'Jt. ImJjiat recita^ 
tiou the member, loudly, avows his or her belief— 
mostly the hers— in Christ apd him "crucified, dead 
and buried, he descended into hell, on the third 
day be rose again from the dead, he ascended into 
heaven, ' ' and toward the close the recitaut declares 
•1 believe in the resurrection of the body and the 
life everlasting."' Believing as Dr. Crapsey be- 
lieves that Christ did not ascend in the flesh, that 
he was not resurrected in the fiesh, then it follows 
that he could not honestly join in the recitation of 
that creed and maintain Ins manhood and his self- 
respect. That Dr. Crapsey should hold to such an 
opinion, in spite of Ins theological training, is an 
evidence that he does not believe the story in St. 
•John's gospel, anent the doubting Thomas and the 
inspection of the wound prints in the hands and 
feet Of the risen Lord. All this is an advance in 
Freethought propaganda for once the essentials of 
the Christian form of faith are assailed from such 
quarters the end is not very far away. 

Belter still, perhaps, is Dr. Crapsey 's declaration 
of belief that the alleged miraculous origin of the 
Christian Jesus is wholly fiction, for here the entire 
labile of orthodoxy is undermined. It is in direct 

conflict with the new testament and the Apostles' 

Creed. Both assert that Jesus was born of the 
\ irgin .Mary and was conceived by the Holy Uhost. 
It Jesus was not of divine origin, then the whole 
Christian theory is reduced to a gigantic hoax, a 
monstrous myth. This is what Freethinkers havt 
contended from the dawn of intellectual liberty. 
Dr. Crapsey has been a long time coming to it but 

in- fas reached the position at last With this over- 
throw Christ is of no higher value than the huu- 
dradl Of other saviors and must take his place on 
the shelf of antiquity. No miraculous conception, 
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If you are not of the Blade family it is time you 
joined it. Cur purpose is to make men and women 
better, to enable them to enjoy the fruits of an in- 
tellectual harvest and bask in the bright sunshine 
of freedom. To assail shams and strike at frauds 
is not a profitable undertaking with the masses, 
but when the minority is m dead earnest they can 
hold the majority well in check. When you have 



he degree of intellectual humanity that 
actually feel for a poor, suffering duml 
brute, they tire apt to have a tender spot in their 
hearts for human beings also. This does not come 
from the Bible teaching, however, but front a pure, 
unadulterated human feeling for all living, breath- 
ing things. 

THE BLADE CAUGHT UP AGAIN. 

With this issue the Blade will be practically up 
to date again with its publication and from this 
time, henceforth, wc shall endeavor to have it 
reach all subscribers by Sunday of each week so 



attempt in that 
direction brands the whole system with hypocrisy 
and insincerity. It is not enough that the early 
christians may have thus believed for as we have 
outgrown the other traditions of our ancestors WC 
are also drifting far above and beyond their 
religious conceptions and orthodox claims. Their 
assurdity has long been loo patient to admit of 
acceptance. A few more Or. Crapseys and the 
church will be put out of the Jesus business. 

In our last issue of the Blade we reproduced 
the gist of l>r. Crapseys letter of resignation. Our 
readers can well afford to study what he has to say. 
Through it all will be found an unconscious drift- 
in- from the tenets of orthodoxy and a determina- 
tion to individually construe the articles of Chris- 
tian faith as expounded by the Kpiscopal Church. 
He is not the first to exercise this individual right 
and he will not be the last, lie is but one in a vast 
army of thinkers who have thecourage to rebel 
against intellectual limitations Mid the great, wide 
world is open before hitu. 

We would call especial attention to that portion 
of his letter where he Rays: 

"When 1 say of Jesus that he was not conceived 
by the Holy Uhost and born of the Virgin Mary, I 



I as a sacrifice for the 
ot the sacrifice of any 
i d precisely the same 
ice was all that was re- 
e there not plenty of 
human beings already on earth who could have 

furnished the i essary qualifications 1 If the 

scriptures be true Christ had brothers and sisters. 

If an issi f s; marriage was required would 

pot one of his brothers have done just, as well? 

If Dr. Crapsey is Ted in what In- says further, 

and Hie Blade has every reason to believe that he 
is, then the dawn of a greater and more tolerant 
intellectual liberty is at hand. He says: 

"While I thus see that their decision is final for 
me. I am equally certain that it is not final for the 
church. 1 have reason to know that there are hun- 
dreds of elergj men and thousands of laymen in the 
Proteatanl Episcopal Church who have reached the 
same conclusions that I have, and, sir, I beg to say 
to them in this letter to you that their position in 
the church is just as tenable as it ever was. This 
judgment affects no person except myself. Let no 
one be dismayed. Let every man stand in his place, 
speak his mind boldly and the truth will soon have 
such a multitude of witnesses that the church must 
hear. ' ' 

Yes, and the Blade asserts that the church wUl 
hear. It has heard and will continue to hear. The 
rumblings have long been an unpleasant sound. The 
Blade has suspected that many of the ministers 
were not honest in the strictly orthodox 
views they expressed every Sunday and Dr. 
Crapsey has confirmed that suspicion. Not 
only are the ministers of the Episcopal church thus 
affected, for if there are hundreds of them in the 
same mental altitude as Dr. Crapsey, the form of 
heresy must be more rampant in the other denomi- 
nations which maintain a more liberal form of 
propaganda. 

the declaration of Dr. Crapsey that he will "ap- 
peal from those in places of authority in the church, 
to the great body of the people," is a practical 
declaration of war which, if persisted in and hon- 
estly carried out, may mean another reformation 
and a wholesale falling away from the orthodox 
creeds. The public, mind is in a receptive condi- 
tion. The church was never so weak as it is today, 
jfrhj trembling on the_ verge of destruction and tot- 
'ternig to a'finaT fair. It has lost its pernicious hold 
upon the people. It is impotent. A few more de- 
fections like the present and it will pass through 
the last stages of sycophantic despair into the deso- 
late regions of nonentity. It is now in its last 
throes. Its feeble flame is dickering and if Free- 
thinkers will hut give practical and useful en- 
couragement in the realm of intellectual liberty the 
day of our mental freedom is here before we are 
scare able to realize what has happened. The reign 
of anti-Christ has begun. 

• • s • 

IHOUGH LIVING, YET AS ONE WHO IS DEAD. 

He is dead the day he graduates! 
Who is? 

The theological student. 

Not physically dead, mind you, but dead intel- 
lectually. 

\\ hen ;i man has permitted his mind to become 
warped and prejudiced by a study of the mummi- 
lied eats and snakes of Ancient Egypt for the 
avowed purpose only of bolstering a rotten religi- 
ous system, he lacks that mental vitality, that in- 
tellectual strength upon which a nation's hopes 
are built ami he is, henceforth, as one dead. 

To all intents anil purposes he may as well be 
dead, for there is no longer a single element of 
progress to be found in him, or connected with him. 
Should one of them deign to peep over the mental 
horizon set up for them as the prescribed limits, 
lions of their intellectual efforts, the old grannies 
look on with alarm, wonder and misgivings, filled 
with horrible doubts as to what the result may be. 
Some few do look, and having seen, refuse to gaze 
back upon the old path but keep their eyes fixed 
9rm to the future now bright with a new and hith- 
erto unperceived light. 

The abject pauperism of the titled snobocracy of 
Great Britain has been a matter of common knowl- 
edge for two generations or more. This poverty of 
purse and income has led the heads of families to 
devise ways and means for a usually numerous 
progeny to obtain a livelihood by their wits for 
they are, generally speaking, without brains. 
Daughters are married oil' at the first favorable 
opportunity. The law of primogeniture disposed of 
the eldest son without the parents consent. The 
army and navy offered fairly good paying commis- 
sions, which were purchased for the others, but 
should a weakling appear in the family crop, an 
effeminate piece of masculinity, fit for neither of 

the avocations mentioned, he was placed in the 
ministry as a means of earning a living on the 
theory that seldom brains could preach the word 
of god with profit. From this element the church 
was compelled to recruit its army of workers and 
this will explain its serious fall from public grace 
and favor. 

In America the church is going the same way. 
The Episcopalians are driving out all the men of 
brains from their pulpits. The Methodists are 
seriously considering the employment of women 
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to take the place of men. Scholarship is at a Ii 
premium with the Presbyterians. The other sects h 
still rely upon the volunteers and are compelled to 
accept what oilers. For these reasons it is ' 
Ml that a new and living 
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posterity. 
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speaks of the great, undying principles of Free- 
thought. This is what the Freethinker means when 
'"• assorts that these principles arc 



from the pulpit. No permanency can be established 
because the material is not there to build it with. 

Cheap workmen and shoddy material produce poor permanent than the doctrines of any religious sys- 
results. But— lea eottld possibly be. This is why we can see in 

He is dead the day he graduates. . . the modern church the elements of a speedy decay 

It is this great truth that we wish to impress mid a universal acceptai of Freethought upon 

upon the minds of our readers and upon the minds! the lines herein laid down. This is why we can 
of all thinking people. [declare with truth that Freethought has been able 

nld theological prejudice 
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TO MY MOTHER. 

When the snowflakes. gently falling, 

Leave their ch III upon the air; 

When the lowering clouds are darken- 



Th 

can it be charged that we have builded up a man 
of straw for the malicious pleasure of assailing him. 
It comes from an authority higher in the Christian 
church than we are. Dr. William D. Hyde, of the 
liowdoin College, in an address before the alumni 
of the Union Theological Seminary upon the 
ject "College of Tradition" gave utterance to that 
statement. The following extract from his speech 
appearing in the Monthly Program of the Los An- 
geles Liberal Club is well worthy of reproduction 
in these columns and will tell its own tale: 

"It has a fixed curriculum composed mainly of 
dead languages and changeless mathematics. On 
top of it is placed a course of Christianity, aiming 
to prove by what is found in the world a God who 
never can be found outside it, and to confirm the 
student in the childish views of religion he brought 
with him from the nursery. 

"Of course, all the virile, vigorous fellows in 
such an institution plunge into dissipation. What 
else s there genuine and interesting for them to do? 
While the strong and vigorous majority of the boys 
go straight to the bad, there will be a feeble rem- 
nant who meekly swallow the predigested intellec- 
tual food offend them, and, for the sake of its 
sugar coating of prizes and scholarships, profess to 
like it. Out of the most feeble in this weak major- 
ity the candidates for the ministry are chosen. They 
have never done a bit of original thinking or inde- 
pendent acting in their lives. 

"If you send a student from the College of Tra- 
dition to the Seminary of Truth, his contracted 
Lnngl cannot breathe the free air. His faith seems 
to be slipping away from him. The result is un- 
pleasant, but on the whole, harmless. And what of 
the student who comes from the side of light and 
liberty to the seminary bound in darkness and tra- 
dition I You cannot make him believe that Chris- 
tianity is anything but a fabric of priestly and pro- 
fessonal lies. The man who has graduated from a 
college and a seminary, both of the traditional 
type, is useless and juiceless. He can doubtless 
comfort a few sisters weaker than himself, but that 
is all. He is dead the day he graduates." 
• • • • 

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY NOT ESSENTIAL. 

We cannot bid progress to stand forever in the 
sam,e old rut like an abandoned roadcart just be- 
cause across its shining pathway lie the honest 
prejudices e£ iieaLoa-J-stttpidity. 

In ite ever onward moving it is bound to crush 
an occasional pismire and no man of average in- 
tellect can find just cause for complaint. It is the 
eternal law and we must all submit. 

The heights to which we have climbed, or shall 
hereafter climb, are to be measured by the aggre 
gale amount of knowledge, that is, useful knowl 
edge, to which our people shall attain, the direc- 
tion in which that knowledge runs and the gener- 
ality of its diffusion. 
By comparison betw 
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When the winter's snow is over, 
And the fragrant flowers are blooming 
OVr meadow, hill and plain— 
If there's all of spring to cheer us 
With sweet Rowers and songsters rare, 
What pen can paint the anguish, 
If mother be not there? 

Ah. a mother s smile will cheer us 
In the long, summer day- 
Make us feel that life's worth living, 
And in hop. -fully set our gaze; 
Makes me 'ove the pure, the holy, 
The good, the beautiful, the true, 
And we d li-e for that which gave her, 
Do the things they'd have us do. 

When the autumn leaves are falling 
And we bear the present grief, 
W.ien hopes we strive to strengthen, 
Then like other joys are brief, 
The same s-veet smile and sunshine 
From our faithful mother comet, 
Let's ever such smiles cherish; 
It is these that make the home. 

— Miss Nora Beauchamp. 

HONORABLE BATTLE. 



All honor to him who wins the prize, A. M. ] 
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lie antagonistic passions 
id which seems to have 
iugh long years of here- 
dity. To fight against heredity is no easy task, but 
the giant intellects of every age have been com- 
pelled to undertake it and they have been invari- 
ably succssful. As a general rule the activity of 
one motive can be corrected by cultivating the 
activity of another motive, for it is a well known 
and admitted fact that to every vice there is a cor- 
responding virtue. New evils must be met by new 
remedies and in the remedies we employ depends 
the stability of our progress, our development If 
evil motives alone actuate them no permanent good 
can be accomplished. With all the flash and bril- 
liancy of Napoleon he left no great, permanent im- 
pression, but from the labors of old, orthodox, 
credulous .Martin Luther, be who threw an ink-well 
at the devil to drive him away, some good came, 
for he opened up an avenue of Protestant revolt 
until the hide-bound orthodoxy of this day and 
generation is split into a thousand and one warring 
factious impossible of unification. 

The modern Freethought movement must for- 
' i progressi' 



ami deny the prieetly aeeoaation that evil has 
breponderance over virtue. The tendency of man 
kind is to do good ami to he good for did evil pre- 
ponderate tin- raee would long since have been 
destroyed. 

Never, at any previous period in the world's his- 
tory, were these facts more firmly and deeply im- 
pressed upon the minds of thinking people than 
they are today and this means a lessening in the 

NhH of tl Inm h and its work, hitherto deemed 

sn great An enlarged vision and a widening ex- 
perience bus proven conclusively that mankind is 

not so irremediably bad as to i d the church at 

all. 

• • • • 

INGERSOLL AND SPIRIT MEDIUMS. 

What purports to be a letter from Col. Robert 
Ingersoll, a sort of miraculous spirit communica- 
tion, is again going the rounds of the press devoted 
to spiritualism, its use, doubtless, being intended as 
a means of winning converts from materialistic 
inkers to the various phases of spiritism and 
iritnalistio phenomena. 

The Blade has carefully perused this latest 
effort at spirit ehirography, bearing the printed 
signature of "Robert G. Ingersoll," which appear- 
ed on the editorial page of the December number 
"The Light of Truth, a spiritualist organ pub- 
hed at Chicago, and one of the exchanges that 
comes to the Blade office. After this careful perus- 
al the Blade asserts that there is nothing in the 
article to even intimate that it originated in the 
brain of the dead Freethinker in that it is as unlke 
his style of writing as it is possible for any article 
be purportng to come from him. The language 
not his. Ingersoll invariably used monosyllables 
and wrote in ;i remarkably easy fashion that the 
most ordinary reader could understand him. This 
as one of the truly characteristic traits of Col. 
Ingersoll, and so peculiar was this feature marked 
in all his writings that it was made a matter of 
literary comment while he was still living. 

ere are in America, today, thousands who 
eagerly read every line that came from the 
f that great apostle of human liberty and free- 
thought. These thousands have studied him, fol- 
ed him through all his pilgrimages, but they 
will utterly fail to find any resemblance between 
the following and any known writings of that 
leader of men, or, in other wAjrds, they can botct be 
*1 to believe that he actually wrote it, inspir- 
directed any other person to write it. The 
sentence, to which we refer is as follows: 

"As its population is cosmopolitan in nature and 
character, associations and their cohesions con- 
tantly accelerate like associations and eohesiveness 
on this side, and they are attracted by the law of 
affinity to one another." 

The language here used is too distinctly of the 
type employed by the spiritualist advocates, writ- 
ers and speakers, as to plainly suggest its origiu. 

It is not. tngersollian. Could it be that Col. Inger- B "t «ive me my oia vioun. 
soli still lived in an alleged spirit world, and could 

it he that the spirits of the departed dead eanl Hf* * J*** 

actually communicate with us of the flesh, then it 
would logically follow that the "orator of the 
Hudson" would employ hi 
composition that he might more readily 
those inclined to be skeptical, aneut his production. 

True, there is throughout the article in question 
an evident effort to imitate the style that Ingersoll 
Deed, but it lacks that fresh, bright, sparkling wit 
despite the frail attempt to furnish a sample of it. 

rt at imitation is so weak that it is made 



knowledge to take In fully Prof. 
Ilaeckel'.s meaning, but even to those, 
there is enough left to give great 
pleasure and instruction to the 
thoughtful reader, and coming so soon 
after his other great book, viz., "The 
Riddle of the Universe." it seems to 
be a companion 
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opened my eyes to a fact In which I Silver and Plated Ware" Optical 



was at sea, as I was always under the 
impression that the Germnns, as a na- 
tion, both the leaders and the masses, 
were away ahead of all other nations 



llgion. but by what Prof. Haockel says, 
there a very large party there who 
are still in the throes of the old formB 
till lead in 



... the Cruci- 
ble," free. 

OTTO WETTSEIN, 
LaGrange. Cook Co., III. 



METHODS t 
The Organization into ; 



This t r 



o be 



?plored, as the day must and will 
>me, when the mouldy old forms of 
iperstitlon, that have been our Idols ^ 
) many centuries, must crumble be- 1 
science and j j, 



OF AM, MEN AND vTOMEN WHO WOUtD 
MAINTAIN THE PL'tilXV SIXTLAR CHAR- 
ACTER OF THIS OOVEHNMLST— 



likewise rwh< Inir ill wroachments 0* * 



Am glad the Blade s 
with inf 

contini 



By like 

eletiaaticism i,p<.n 
to meet 8. By milting 



We Have Said Our Say. 

Howard. Kas. — I enclose a clipping. 
I want you to comment on it. I think 
of our lamented Bro. Moore was here 
and In the harness he would rip him 
up the back and perhaps use a few 
cuss words. Enclosed please find a 
money order for $1.00 to pay for that! 
extra book. Dr. Wilson's Trip to 
Rome. I have not Reen it, but I keep 
It loaned out, which is better. I still 
like the Blade. It Is on a better plane 
than it used to be— W. W. HEXSLEY. 



and assisting Individual* and 

-?v- r en- -1 or oart .-, wti. n i.u- 

j't-ih; i - .i>.< .1 f-.r religious and political ex 



i>ir..t Legislation by 



1. By^ piwntlng the 
th" initiative 'and' ' 

5. By advocating equal rlehts and Justice to alt— 
Bivinir »--m ii . -rial vol.; In all gov. rn- 
nx-ndl .if i ir-. it,. I |.- all t ,t],or prac-tlt il .ii.il 
plural ni.-!,.l. nuintitnlng porvonil lil.c-rtv, 
i'i-t o"i, i. v • -. .u.| all other e« -i- 

f ils i rj on which a secular and free govern- 



LEXINGTON c EASTERN RY. CO 
Summary of Time Table 
Effective November 18, 1906. 




Ooii«jslrlVovo.'.yit ; .i.--,'t|' 



Tf.aof. Marks 
Designs 
Copyrights Ac. 



The world has cried Tor a hundred 

But to him who tries and fails and 
dies. 

I give great glor v and honor and 
tears. —Joaquin Miller. 

DON'T GET GRUMPY! 

Ain't no use a-gettin' grumpy and' 
sittin' round an" mopin", 
Cheer up! There's another day a- 
comln.' 

Quit your everlasting knockin'; keep 
a-hustlin' an' a-hopin'. 
Cheer up! There's another day a- 

You say that, all is dorkness; that you 

cannot see the light; 
But a glorious day is comin' for thej 
dawn is there In sight. 

the pathway lookin' bright 7 
Cheer up! There's another day a- 

MY OLD VIOLIN. 

You church people sit in your sanctity 
there, 



7:35 2:25 Lexington, Kv.. 9:55 6:05 

8:13 3:10 Winchester, Ky. 9:1. 5:20 

S:20 1:11 L. & E. June 9:00 5:07 

9:02 4:00 Clu City, Ky. 8:25 4:35 

9:10 4:10 Stanton, Ky. 8:15 4:20 

9:22 4:20 Filson, Ky. 8:03 4:14 

9:34 4:37 Dundee, Ky. 7:52 4:03 

( 9:38 4:40 Campton, June. 7:48 3:57 

9:56 4:57 Torrent, Ky. 7:30 3:41 

.10:17 5:18 Beattyville June 7:07 3:20 
10:25 5:26 St. Helens, Ky 
10:35 5:37 T-lIega. Ky. 
10:43 f:45 Athol. Ky. 
11:10 6:06 Elkatawa, Ky 
11:15 t 10 O. & K. June. 
; 11:20 6:15 J ckson, Ky. 



lyKCo!'"" 8 ' — iNr.-tYrjrk 

Hi l„ Wa-oio.-i...., Il ('. 



THE BEST LINE. 



You may leave all your choirs singing 
and in prayer, 



Strains from the a 
When the soiled old strings and 
time-worn bow 

amiliar style of Awake at the touch of my han(J 



It has softened many a sorrow, 
And questioned many a strife 
That lure arose in my heart at th 
Injustice 

Of the world through all my life. 



WAR! 




Sunday. 

Connections Made Daily 
Except Sunday. 

L. & K. Junction.— Trains Nos. 1 an.! 

3 connect wit. C. & O. for Ml , 

Sterling. ' IfAMOt 

Campton Junction. — AH trains" fob- * 

nect with .Mountain Central for 

Campton. 

Beattyville Junction.— Tr^^Nos. 2. 

3 and 4 connect with A. 
R. R. for Beattyville. 

O. & K. Junction. — Trains Nos. 3 ant! 

4 connect with O. & K. Ry. for 
local stations on that line. 



I JOB PRINTING 



Beaidei 



Qfully 



rile P n 



lllikol 



tin- 



too 



usual I 



hai 



stai 



rd 



It 



■alU 



realises that 

never leave us. They are permanent. Truth, 

demonstrated and applied, survives the shock of 
empires, the tailing dynasties and outlives the 
struggles of rival creeds. Kreethought will live, 
because it must, to witness the decay and death of 
successive religious systems. Helicons build for 

themselves ■ different set of opinione lor different 
peoples and different ayes, but Freethought, as we 
understand it, must be forever one and the same in 
any age and among any people. The changing 
theories of religion, must by their very nature, pass 
away like a dream, as the mere fabric of a vision 
which leaves not a footprint behind the sand of 
time. The deinonsl rat ions of truth made by men 
of genius must remain always and upon these Free- 
thought pins an absolute and unyielding accept- 
ance. It is to the men of superior intellect, to the 
men of genius, to men of BOOragC and true moral 
worth, that we owe all that we now have ami nil 
that we will have for all time to come. Such men 
bear the seeds of their own life. Their works flow 



nt methods em- 
ployed in so-called spirit production that will fail 
to command respect. It is no iufrequeut occurrence 
that sonic professional spirit medium desiring no- 
oriety will pretend to have received some import- 
int communication from some important personage 
dead and gone. The principal trouble, however, is 
that tiny all insist upon the "truths" of spiritism 
i urge the readers thereof to adopt it which 
ms to extend a liberal patronage upon the 
liums. 

duction.s Deed not balk at miraculous concept ions, 
man-swallowine-wlialcs, suns and moons that staml 
still to permit slaughter, and like ghost stories that 

have I n brought from the infancy of the race. 

• • • • • 

With religion as with law, maxim* and prece- 
dents from the barbarous past have been overruled 
and repealed by the higher tribunals of an intelli- 
gent humanity, Savage superstitions can no long- 
er dominate the human mind for increasing wants 
denies new conditions and even religion must sub- 



Co. 's. have indirectly declared war or 
John C. Dueber, of the Hampdei 
Watch Co., and smaller competitors. 
By continually reducing prices they 
hope to drive out competitors or force 
them into a Trust. But John C, 
many times a millionaire, who em- 
ployes Union Labor only— will not 
join them In their nefarious scheme. ,.- ..... D| An - 
He promptly meets all reductions BLUt LKAOO BLAUt 
male by the ol ler companies, until 153 w. Short St.. Ler'ngton, Ky. 

now watches are actually sold far be- 
low value. Note the lasiest quotations: 

23 Jeweled "Sp'l. Ry." $20; "New Ry." ....... __ 

23 jwl's. $20; John Hancock." 21 UP"T0"DATE PAMPHLET 



We have a complete Job De- 
partment and are prepared to do 
first-clsss work at re a 
prices. Send us your r 
der. Satisfaction f 



20-year 



Dearest of friends, we sometime must 
part. 

And I my long journey begin; 
May you fall In the hands of a kindly 

heart, 
My poor old violin. 

—Rev. Fiddle, D. D. 



lit to the 



Me. 



SOUND ADVICE 

ABOU T BOOKS 

Had To Subscribe For Moore Memor- 
ial and Is Deeply In Love With 
Haeckel's Work On Evolution. 

(B. W. COOPER.) 
I have read in the Blade that s 
many are going to take the book i 
Mr. C. C. Moore's writings that I mus 
I'l. .el gaUtr to changing my mind. 



ine screw case prepaid, 
gold-tilled case. $;! more. Every 
watch new from factory and guaran- 
teed to pass Ry Inspectors. 

The 17 jeweled nampden, adjusted. 
$8; 17 jeweled, not adjusted. $7; 15 
jeweled. $6; 7 jeweied, »4.50. In 20- 
year gold-tilled case $o more, all pre- 
paid with guarantee. Buy now! When 
this war is over you will pay 30 per 
cent more. 

WHEN IN SEARCH OF A DIAMOND 

Engagement Ring, Diamond Button, 
Locket or Pin, don't you wish you 
could correctly judge quality and 
value and buy them first hand from 
the Cutters and Importers and thus 
save 30 per cent or the dealers' 
I protlt? 

This you can do if will confide in 
and order of me. I am an expert, se- 



'MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE' 

BY 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 



VERSAILLES, 
orders promptly filled. 



KENTUCKY 



my mind to stop buying books, as I 
!ut\, i two thousand volumes, and 
all good books at that, no novels or 



tiiw 



s Plet 



The Christian fanatic, while asserting that be has 
a soul that is worth saving, strives migfal and main 

to lose it and though he insists that there is a better 
land awaiting him over there be moves both heaven 
ami earth to keep from going to it so long as he 
can help it. There is consistency in all things save 
religiona huinbuggery. 



Th 



>al v 



of the 



r leaders must not 



strikes the mul- 



l in an unending, undying and perreuiul stream, lcae. 



titode it shall not destroy the useful with the use- 



lasiing pleasure of a good book. I feel 
I cannot go wrong in this one, so will 
get you to add iny name to those read- 
ers of the Blade whose names you 

While on the question of books, I 
was very glad to find you mentioned 
in last week's Blade liie new lumk of 
Prof. Haeckel. viz., "The Last Words 
on Evolution." 

I sent and got this as soon as the 
publishers notified me it was out. and 
t would strongly advise every reader 
of the Blade to add same to his collec- 
tion of books. It may be its true, a 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD. SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS Of 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE 18 EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 

The Church of Humanity teaches these grest discoveries through lu 
organ, "The Truth About God." which it publishes monthly, and its school. 
"The Central Kansas Business Collet;*," which tesches Stenography, Type- 
writing. Bookkeeping, Commercial Arithmetic, Penmanship, and Spelliiy- 
snd "The Truth About God" in s general course of study giver by the ten 
porary International Instructor for the eht rch. 

The Church has 100 LIFB MEMBERS. It wt uts 900 more to forms.ll? 
organize and Incorporate. Th« first thousand members v. Ill be the founders 
and organizers of the CHURCH OP HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ones you wish rescued from the idolatry of worship- 
ing a dead man named Jesus anV a myth named God, you should join this 
Church and it vW aid you In freeing them, and In saving your posterity 
from becoming Idolaters by teaching them The Truth About God. 

Write to W. H. KERR. 2210 Broadway. Great Bend, Kan., for blank as- 
pl lest ion for membershlt information about the ct.liege, and send IS cent* 
for a year's subscript lot to the "TRUTH ABOUT OOl ' Dp It %rrm. 







POVERTY 

MAKES CLEBOY PlOtii 

Clergy a d Church Congrerjat.ons Vio- 
la, e Their Own Creed and -aw— 
Have Alvwavj Denounced Prog- 




ipped all things 



n his fierce v"« "oub thaie ol all ilie good thing* 

k.i me. i~ey pioletss lu be awiunj 
izlf <1 prayer " i, n w r— < uuu anxious tor u.o w« 



NO EVIDENCE OF AN 



MMORTALITY. 



» that falsi hood and ig- 



li 1 1 1 la. bet a and sweet babies. 
ir'iUkl *as their gods doing? 
In ISvSS t.. e people ot Johnstown was 
engi.lled by t heavy waterspout falling 
a Love the lake dam which caused it 
to break loose and drown over ten 
housand people. Was tLelr gods off 
somewvere "watcclng sparrows or 
M unting hairs 



For homes, for lives, for loves— -an.! 
then— 

The flames that crisped th.-m sneered. 



Ml cultivate, and siieiij. itoeii 1l b> 
j It. They 



s. frier 



ind loved mes crisped • 



i Llsl 



in : 



STEPPING 



No matter w.at men do or what the v 
say, 

In error unC falsehood lies the road 



The cle-gy have waged an unreleni 
less war upon a general diffusion ot 
. knowledge and that distribution I f 
wealth among the people according 
to each one't, work. In this they have 
been truly consistent with their unjust, 
cruel and n. n-progressive creed. A 
general diffusion of knowledge spdle. 
Ua effect of t..eir preaching and a 
more equitable distribution of the pro 
ducts of labor dissipated that extreme 
piety which invariably run side by 
side with extreme poverty. Poverty 
will even MUn a parson pi. us. So 
tbe ecclesiastical law has always been 
fran.eii with an eye to maintain pomp 
and power, to rule by violence and 
brute force, through monarchs. emper 
ors. eniplratcrB, consuls, kings, k.e-j 
dives, or by whatever name the 
crowned ruffians might be known. We 
have been tatifcht— 

Whatever course kings say is right, 
but 1 11 go the other with all my might, 
For ever since the worlu uM Begun 
Uhej ve bieu i>iams auu nWM , 
every one. 



klllea flftj 

minutes. It was all -saints day, the A _^ _^ 

prayer. U STONES TO , RQCRESS 

and cathedrals. Th. sc Wi i Chrtatlaa W 1_ 

people and worshiped the god who 
oays 'His tender mercies are over all 
his works." Could he not protect his 
worshipers? 

Jacob's God believed in polygamy 
as the twelve tribes of Israel are of 
a four-women-to-one-man family, ami 
they are claimed to Da his god's favor- 
ite people. But the United States pro- 
hibits the practice. 

Moses' god commanded slavery. 
See Ex. 21:1-2. 20-21. But the United 
States spent thousands of lives and 



...arch of Intellectual Thought From 
Animism to Atheism— Could Lead 
To No Other Cone usion. 
Mental F.nality. 

NO SUPERINTENDENTS 

OF ThE ELEMENTS. 



ho.seen.cn. cr> ol give, give, can 
in u.aid on UM uiuuu.aius and in t..e 
• aueya, In ue puuiic slieeiB and in 
Uia cnuicucs. At every public nioet- 
ii.g o»uu»iuiy ior tlie worship ot lion, 
: the coutnbuUoa box is passeu 
uiouuu, and the people are lntreaieu 
I in Liou s uau.e to give. The people 
M— T*4 that it they will give, 
will retsore to tlieni tour-lolu 

ot Hie. pranlM 



of the c 



cptior 



.lifference whether the universe is 
o"a°bo7ish slavery" collCtlv,d to be dominated by one per- 
ends claim (as all' sonall, - v or lwu - °>' an ****** « 
to) that their god I'-' s onalities or by Innumerable p.-i 
1 -■ur.lliies. All such conceptions resi 
i the same kind of insincerity. 
First. 

The primitive conceptions are ani 
istic, and the 



or guarautee the refunding of tue gill 
in cade it is not— Rev. K. E. Guild. 

Through all the years, those wht 
plowed divided with those who prayed. 
Wicked industry supported pious idle- 
ness the hut gave to the cathedral, 
ind frightened poverty gave even ot 
its rags to buy a robe lor nypoerisy.— 
mgersoli. 



uther rell^i 

hears and answers prayer," but w 
ave never seen any prm f of it. Dui 

ing all natural calamities they pra; 

for relief but It never comes whet 

WantCd - r'und'al 

President Garfield was wounded ami : 
lay Tor several weeka and the whole 1 ul 1 
christion world prayed fir his recov 
-ry. but he died. A few years ago 
h-> yello' 



the more evolved races 
>arth to-day are differentiations 
is original p.otroplasinic type. 



OUR LETTER BOX 



Favors 

Upton, Cal— 1 have 
if » ruing for some time but have been 
ery uiBCouraged. 1 see my subscrip- 
ion was oul in September and iu> 
.i oilier, W. F. Liutuws, was out one 
ear in September and ;.s both of ub 



igetl 



Lot 



the Gulf. Tl cusandB of prayers were 
ffered for the plague to be stopped. 

V,:t It continued to destroy the peopie 

till a frost came late in November, 
'ray. rs fur rain In 1RS7 were offered 

it Belten. but Instead of rain they 

nad a fire t e next week that was tin 

vcrat they ever had. 
A devout lady of Deceits used as a 

'avcrite saying, "Tre Lord Is my shep 



The argument is aud 
"Does naiuie auoid a 
trui- or can Ui 



!i .1. I shall I 
vi.lle v 



=he last her 



These are concatenations of evolu 
> n gods, and the saints, seraphs 
B«ils und deities of civiiized folk are 
■ olvrd and educated posterity of th. 
urit of the fastnesses and the ghosts 
id witc es if the uLht wind. 
Third. 

The age of animism, when every In- 
Ivtdttal rock, and tleii. am. event has 
s own spirit or perB. nc.Uy, Is the 
s.-iod cf partic.tlarlzatlt.. in i e bu- 
an intellect. 

Fourth. 

develops 



• large 



jrk foi 



>ve work very long uours and t^at cui* 
out our reading time very much, so 
.deuse sup his paper, W. F. Llntcw 
. ptou. Gal., and find enclosed Il.uii 
f. r same. I can't do without It. If I 
-•■ii'i g< t time to read it I can lend It 



old files of ketters I find the enclosed 

please remit." Now It would be a 
question In my mind whether 1 bad 
ever paid this subscription or not, but 
for one thing, tuat Is, I always send 
back the bill In order that' I may get 
tue proper credit. So I take it that 1 
have never paid the bill. Please find 
enclosed herewith 11.23 to pay the In- 
dent) dnc ss and 6 cents for as many of 
Dr. W ilson's oration at the funeral ot 
Lapt. Henry. You may find by looking 
up tbe matter that I am a subscribe! 
lo your paper at this time. 1 like your 
paper pretty well some time, but I 
would be better pleased with it if you 
would go on with your business killing 
the devil and flooding hell and let 
politics alone. Your paper always 
smacks a little of anarchism, social- 
ism and other side shows that seems 
to me to be an appeal to the passions 
of the viclutis and low down element. 
Vour readers are composed df Demo- 
crats, Republicans and all kinds, the 
great mass of them being In more or 
less full accord with the President; on- J 
slaughts, such as "Open Letter to 
Theodore" are calculated to lose you 
subscribers and destroy the Influence 
of the Blade. It Is certainly right to 
expose any errors that the President 



u, ItfuO. auu wishing u continued you 
»ni mid a posiai mouey order lor ♦i.bu 
.01 cue J ear, wuion suould be the puce 
o. u, us u is miiy worth ibe money. 

• i.Bo i,uu eucioseu iu money order 
cUouMl to pay lor twenty pamphlets ol 

J - I* vwisous oiaiiou over Capt. 
iienry s giave. Also find one dollar 
and nftaw cents lor an extra copy ot 
Ut, i, Li. vv iisuus Trip to Rome Book, 
us 1 oruered only one and paid for tha* 

• aid roe. ived lv.0, so 1 will .keep the 
two and pay lor exua one In the 
money oruer. 1 was raised a Gatuollc, 
out have no use for any of the 
ehurches aud hold to the Religion of 
iluiuanity. I am an outsopken Athe- 
ist, 05 years old and do a lot of mis- 
sionary work with my seven Free- 
iliouglit papers and magazines by send- 



or any high official shall i 

■lone In a high toned and 
way. Begging your pardon 
neglect in not sending in 
scrlption when due.— L R. 
>VELL. 




'Our father w' o art In h aven." 
'O. God have mercy.' a moth*! cried. 
' a she h'tmbly knelt at til* cradle side. 
"O. God. have mercy and hear my 

ij- babe !n thy i*0SFWk 
of Death is in the room, 
loitd for my bsbe tt 



'iho aie loiWug, ueiu.ix.iug auu re- 
lornaug. a simple liquid is ihe Ua»: 
of all chemical change instead ot 
some personal 0 r impersonal iiguie 

The church made progress a criuie 
and denounced weaiib as a oiu, irWJa 



aln.t hard to lend, either. I will try 
and say my say as to the organization 
ies we need and must organize, bu. 
-s long as we charge admission fees 
.s niuth as always has been chargeo 
phenomena ua gr. uped, and insiea.1 we can t expect only a very limit, d 
of coucti.jug a peis^uality for eae.. portion of the Freet..iuker 8 to Join am; 

uj.ct or t.mi, each class has a iln- s , a> u lor , nave nud exper | eui .^ 

O io st.perlntendeni who dcminates the „ „ allJtjne nM Uut ^ lh(J mone 
p. tuu na ol hla particular depart-,,. , e ,. g ^ out< Now m me m m 

u,Lat - t pun. LtTl have a ttoasurer, a secre 

piesident. Let us call it t..t 
Am«rionn .National Freethinkers So- 



These are 



of the 



cuuich is couituittiug an llitse »iu» 
at the same litue and every p.eaoho. 
is ttwllm Um MUM* uiiug. 

in the cnn law oaeu parly litigant 
has a jo. .1 interest in tue evlueuct 
adduced. The clerics have produeeu 
wuat t-ej tall evidence lenuiug lo 
prove immortality, but t~elr eviceuc 
tUui ouo seneu lo uispruve it. Just 
line the p.ool. 1 title is iu ail nalui. 
no law, or allowance, tor iwo da^.~ 
to uo or lu go iruiu one give.i pu.u. 
to anothor on a stiai 0 hi line. So p..ysi. 
oiogy uas pio^uceu aau p.t-s^i.e^ o- 
one law under wnich Ufa has ever 
been produced, or can be piodue o. 
aud theie is absolute!' no evidence of 
leied by any crtoiuie witness Ilia, 
there is suca a thing as ind. vidua 
immortality. T..e clergy claim, how- 

uot to be cr...cised and ihey pluc. 
the burden of the proof upon the neg- 
ative. This is dlametr.cally opposed 
to the rules that go.ern evidence In 
the piactice ol the civil law. This 
ruie as been lasnLntd to accord with 



\ tiny grave, neath a willow shade 
Tellctu the answer the merciful made. 

I 0. father in'neaven protect my boy 
, I n m tbe wiles of folly, trom sin's 

' Fr. m the snares of temptation In 

life's dark sea. 
Guard him and keep him pure for 

tiiee, ' 

So a mother prayed as her darling one 
Went forth to battle the world alone. 
Alone, save the blessing his moth. 



iet, lire, war, wine, agrlcidturc, love— 
^ods of the inglcside, g/ds of the 
. . .in , gse** soJb and Ivi.Jfi ds. sylv*n 
:,ods. and so on. T~is Is p -iylheism. 
Sixth. ' 

And polytheism, as nind grows 

more couscioi.s and eon ic, is super- 
seded by a single suprtu-e executive, 
assisted by the subordinates whom h- 
has evolutionally outstripped. This 

is monotheism. 

Seventh. 

The coneeptloa of the universe as a 
self suliiclent and self-destined mechan 
.sin is the sequent of monotheism. 

fills 1 1 



Sensible Suggestions. 

Blue, Ariz. — You may put me down 
ior one of the Moore "Scrap Books." 
My acquaintance with his writings 

mly daie s back nine years. I have 
per ha pa net been on your books quite 

..at long, but have been a regular 

eadcr cf the Blade since April 1887, 
ind wculd liKe very much to see Mr. 

loore'a wrltlncr prior to that tlme.j « ^ e J^ m °* 
have always felt when reading Mr. 
oore's writlnj s. that whether it was 

.tht or wrong, I had t ie sallsfactl. n 

f knowing that he thought It rlg .t, 

nd it is a great consolation to mo to 

now when I am reading that tho- 
rite- is honrst in wLat »ie s 



ends auu Sunday Sc.ooi teachers, and 
intelligent people, getting addresses 
through the local papers, and I hope 1 
am doing some good in knocking the 
stuffing out of Christianity so-called 
and superstition. With kindest regards 
to you.— A. J. KRAFT. 

For Missionary Work. 

Stockton, Utah.— Kindly send me 10 
copies of Capt. Henry's funeral ser- 
ake, but I mon by Dr. Wilson. I am of your 
et It be opinion that their ought to be an 
Mp etfBl . inergency fund to help honest and old 
for the Freethinkers to get the Blade free of 
my sub- charge and I should always be on 
BROAD- j band to do my share. I am in my 71st 
• at a. y self, so you see I am no spring 
I chicken, but 1 uope to be always able 
j to pay Dor the Blade and in advance, 
lis suits ma all right and you cau 
OOHBt on me keeping up my subscrip- 
tion. Put tue down for one of C. C. 
uoore's books. Enclosed find money 
..idtr for *1.10. the $1.U0 Is for the 
purpose of helping to send the Blade 
to tboae uonaat old people who are not 
ole tu pay aud also to lift a portion 
ulders. You 

i. ve a hard enough time to keep 
a til at and a few dimes won't uurt any 
ne in a case of this kind. — HENRY 
BOOTH . 



Is I always knew of Mr. afcx 
VhHa many t inps I rray nut ag 
I h him. yet I always .ave bad gr 
! ml ration fcr his hem sty and pur 

C. H. MARTIN. 

Wants Three Copies. 

Mosier, Oregon. — 1 am good 
..ree copies ot Moore .Memorial Book, 
one for myaeu and two to give away. 

bought 'five copies, A Trip to 
Rome," one to keep, four to give away, 
nt tii see Liberalists prove tuem- 
s sue. uy "shelling oul" or rather 



i the 



i J. Hoi 



) God to keep hi 



• rar*a tibia*, high in air, 
■Vnawi i. d the trusting mother's proyer. 

A 1 . a a i itul maiden knelt to pray 
Vtt the life of a loved one far away— 
Awuj in t;.e fields where life and 

death 



THE SHEARERS 
AMJ THE SHORH 

On Every Hand the Clergy Fleece 
Their Flocks and Are Unable To 
Guarantee Full.lment Of 
Their Pro.i.isea. 



(CO.VPILED BY D. F. MARRS.) 
Pastors— Those who have tl 
hat tip with a charge of leading the tlocl. of the Lord 
reath. t0 graze. They have undertaken 

that of mercies prote> charge through pure c.arity, enly re- 

ui I love tr. m the foeman's dart, 8erv ing to ti.emselveB the right 
the death belts rain on tbe 
urging field, 

k u bll at ength and guide and 



oie.y. Let the admission fee bi 
tweutyiuve cent b to Join r/ad that toeu 
lI. la the members to a; lile lueuibe. 
ship. Let this sum be paid or sent to 

.he treasurer in money orders, stamps, 
ail at once or in part, if only two 
OMU or as ihe member is able to auu 
a he leeis Hive it be may send a mu- 
.lou dollars or more, and let all uiein- 
. vv our a badge or button or cnarm. 
^.ei oito W'etisieln or some jeweiei 
..ave mem made in various sl>Ks will. 
..io- stuata a. N. f. s. This is 
of U.e greatest impoiUnce, because 
we wouid know one another when we 

oauia together on tiaius, In stations, 'iou. I say, itrothers, see that y. 
on boaia and everywuere, besides libour part and this worthy act will be 
would open tue eyes ol those holy gos- wiitien on the tablet of lime, which 
pel Biingeis to run against so many ol will uelp perpetuate 



Praise For Rom e Book. 

Some • one praised the Rome book 
and it has since been ecaoed from 
ui. lain to mountain till now a tater 
bill uiil reverberate it to the next. 
1 have read a Trip to Rome. Roamed 
tl ol it a dozen times. 1 feel 
it 1 had been with him. 
In ..is assent up Mount Pilatus he 
ralaea ona till when passing over a 
abyas I feel like crying, 
Please, Oh please do not let me fall." 
1 see him on the mountain top after 
ne UtW'laMlEi Ml Mraakh, gazing over 
ihe mnieusity of God's foot stool, 
.vitching with great Jellght the sun 
from sig.,1; pondering In 
moodVj tender, fiery thought. Thought 



acrtbtl liberally lor the Moore Memot- llni , bating trom a purity of 
ial He has left us a great legacy, lu { Wll h a command of language destined 
.voids of wit, humor and wisuum. i ti engulf hi- name In heart and brain 
uope that no Llberalisi will now bring ul generations lo follow that will radi- 
reproacil upon ihe cause by refusing ate from memory, when his life's sun 
io heip cany suca itch jeweis ol BBJ forever set; a grateful, golden 
thought to tnose who aro yet living after glow. 

.n ihe deep, daik shadows ol supersu- Sa >- Mr - wilsn n. > f vou want 

■ r. kejra I vvill se nd you a bunch. 



us, but the way it is they don't realize 
there Is anything but ignorance 
arouud and they are bold because they 
see nothing to the contrary. Now lets 1 • 
get together on t..ls thing In earnes 



truth. 

1 am glad to see that tue Blade is 
teeming with such good reading, as 
iter is about here. The rural poo- 
Why not 



and start it so no one can have any get busy an 
excuse as to the name I am not caring sound facta 



in .< 



ent- 



ir Is bv 
la In; 



moratllty and what dtta it D00B1 

We have been asked, "H w car. SJ9 
terialism be made beneficial?" 

I answer by the shortest route In 
eliminate human distress and to pr. - 
mote human happiness by eiiccura; lot 
more self-reliance, instead of SClf-d 



what tueinitials are and we can start 
at once, you being treasury until 
Can have a regular meeting to install 
ulllcera. You .an be secretary also 
tor a short time and If this is favor- 
able you can put me down as sure to 
send in ten names with the 25 cents 
and more ^o aud when any Free- 
thinker wants to pull out let them 
t. eir receplt and badge or button 
back with their address and they will 
ba counted eut and w en any Free- 
ihiinv. r oies lot hlui, it he wishes, wul 
hat lie feels lnclintd to the organiza- 
tion for such purposes as It sees fit 
to use same for I believe with a start 
of the rig..i kind to get the majority 
Of the Liberals together tuere would 



iecure a few copies of 
scientific investigation 



oaa i 



the school house and by the oelp of 
the printing press. 
Again the question Is put, "Is pra 



"lie aj lit was dark on the ocean's 



iv es rolle bi h in 



der gone 

Around the captain In wild despair 
The c-ew h t gathered. Ji Ined In 

prayer. 

Not much. I suppose u all remer To Dim who tnly had power to save, 
ber the powerful efficacy cf prayer To deliver th m from a watery grave 
sent up to the great Nothing for aCr- « • • • • 

field's recovery by forty great nations. \ crfisl i nd s mining wave al. ne. 
Well, they received no resr.nuse from Were the answers of t e omnipotent 
super-nature, so these g..osis have r,e „„„ 
dealings with earth. Didn't Slaxlrni!- 

ian get the old Dago's powerful bless- A t noon of nirht, In the cltv's r,e*rt 
Ings? Well, he got shot so full of lea.' VVher slttn b r - laved o Br home and 
that he c. »ildn"t pack It Then wh-.' n .,T rt 

Is the use of praer and how can It t , Hr« fiend mrst from his socr-t 
e made beneficial? p ) ace> 



U-ecing the Hock aud Of 
be siunyhieth use thost among then. 

bctaa iie.ee has net proved nniBeseat- 

.> abundant.— Vollaiie. 

The w. ole w. rid has been filled 
vtth fear. Ignoiance has been th< 
refuge cf the scul. T e people were 
u riven in the middle cf a narrow road 

, : . .' m Bta r side to 'frighten the be many when they were done with 
an Dron their lairs. The poor ;hls wond they wuuld give humanity 
followers seeing no robbers, t..anked a great lift in this way, but 
thetf h ave leaders with all their are now. they can't help but a few and 
ucar's.— Huda.ed In folds t ey listen- , cge few M - t do anj . tu . ug> uo mat . 
ed with wide eyes while the sh -herds (er uow much llnan cial help they got 
tele, of raver.ing wolves. With Kreat fc , g ^ money ^ CuUQU Let 
uladn.sa they exchanged thrlr fleets evervoue 8end ag niUch aB he llu ,. g for 
for security. Shorn and ^ wg caQ haye U)em [rom , 

-hev had the 'applness nj seeine the!, .mount. 1 hope this 

pn trctors ccmfortable and warm.— 
incersoll. W 
The clergy denounce h iman selfish- ful 
new. and are of all men the most se! the editorial columns and may your 
fish; declaim against avarice, and success with the Blade be lcng and 
Bn BMretaVNtj an>! avaricious: preach great. Of course we all feel as If we 
agaiaal Bride, laakioi and love of the have lost a father In C. C. Moore's 
W< rid. and yet are as proud, as Ber- <'eath. but we still have the Peerless 
vll<- itrpators of fas dim. and manifest Wilson. Hoping you can make out mv 
-8 m'ich of love of the world as ot!>er a( . r |bn nCi i vffl close. — O. A. LIN 
men. They Insist on the necessity of TOW. 

«elfdenlal. htit »htnk themselves en-! 

titled to the most cnmfertRble pWces.J Criticises But Sticks. 

the best bits, the choicest dainties, ( Velpen, Ind.— Looking over some 



and get acquainted with self and na- 
ture. Thanksgiving day almost here 
and turkey thirty cents a pound! 
Great Ceasar, i.ow can a poor man oe 
thankful? Kindest regards to you and 
family. — R. W. SIMPSON. 

Takes Two Rome Books. 

for the Blade will run out on December 



We 



vill e 



telling us what you 
it next time we want 
the whole truth so help you God.— L. 
M. LAWRKNCE. 



— 

eps His Word. 

t — r liilnlr I tnl<t the 



Pontlac, 11!.— I think I told 
Mane I would send it one dollar every 
month and I want to be as good as my 
word, for I despise a liar and a hypo- 
crite. Seventy-five years ago the 
preacher used to say heaven was up 
In the clouds and hell was down. I 
i s. d to tell my folks I did not want to 
o to either place. My folks were 
both agnostic, as well as myself. Well, 
I will send you one name. 

He Is a good worker. 

He can talk to any of tliem. k>»d 
George F. Fowler a paper to the worth 
of one dollar.— JOHN S. HOLMAN. 



■t with favor and matij thanks 
- brlg..t ideas which loom In 



C' 



READY FOR THE PRESS 



CHICAGO CAVE DWELLERS 

Not for Preachers 

320 Pages, Cloth, J|.J0 

A Story of the Underworld 
and the Overworld 

By I\irker If. Scrcombe, 
Editor 'Jo-Morrow 
Alugasine, thkago. 

Only a limited edition of 
this r, marktible book will be 
printed. Each copy will be 
signed by Sercombe Him- 
self and automatically num- 
bered from 1 up. First 
orders in will get the low 
numbers in rotation except 
No. i, w inch goes to Mrs. 

Address 
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